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Press Release

Ramallah Friends School Launches 150" Anniversary Celebrations

Ramallah, Palestine: We are pleased to announce the launch of Ramallah Friends School’s 150" Anniversary
Celebrations Friday April 19, 2019.

The school was founded in 1869 as one of the first schools for girls in Ramallah for the purpose of offering
Palestinian youth a rigorous program guided by Quaker principles.

Through its 150" Anniversary events and activities, Ramallah Friends School (RFS) aims to celebrate the
school’s past and set the vision for the next 150 years.

The objectives of the celebration are to: (1) Confirm the school’s core identity based in 150 years of Quaker
education, Palestinian achievement, and continuing innovation and leadership. (2) Unify the school
community consisting of students, teachers, staff, parents, graduates and attendees, and friends of RFS.
(3) Inspire the school and local community to embrace the identity of RFS.

Proudly offering quality Quaker education to Palestinian youth since 1869, RFS aims to continue its mission
to:

[ Realize Potential | Fulfill Dreams | Share Hope }

“Celebrating 150 years connects us with our mission and our origins. We celebrate those who began RFS
so long ago and through this year’s celebrations we recognize that we are the stewards of RFS. Stewardship
is a sacred responsibility. We are responsible for our school and we care for it - not just for ourselves, but
for the people around us and for future generations. Our stewardship is a joyful expression of faith.
Stewardship is an all-encompassing decision to be dedicated to our institution. Through our celebrations
we mark a historic moment in the life of the school looking back and at the same time looking forward.”
Adrian Moody, Head of School

Major celebratory events will include:

Ramallah Friends School's Forestation Campaign

Under the slogan “Celebrating the past by planting for the future.” The goal is to plant 150 trees and
shrubs in 2019, and hundreds more in 2020 and 2021, on both campuses to create a school forest for
students and community and increase green space in Ramallah and El Bireh in general. Both campuses are
set to have 60% more trees by the end of this project.

Ramallah Friends School’s 150" Anniversary Field Day — Friday April 191

Historically, the Friends Boys School (now the Upper School) used to celebrate this day in spring by
organizing a fun-day of sports competitions and gymnastic performances for the school community. RFS
aims to bring back this tradition to include the whole school community and present a celebration of
student and staff accomplishments, and represent the launching of RFS’ 150™ anniversary celebrations!
Time Capsule Burial & Opening of Ramallah Friends School Museum — Tuesday April 23

A time capsule is a historic cache of goods or information. A Time Capsule is intended as a method of
communication with future people and provides future archaeologists, anthropologists, or historians with
a greater understanding of the time period. The Capsule mainly includes current related items from
students, staff, alumni and the school community. We plan to re-open the capsule after 25 years, on the
school’s 175" anniversary. RFS will also inaugurate its historical museum and a new classroom floor.
Ramallah Friends School Scholarship Fundraising Gala Dinner — Friday December 6™

The school will organize a fundraising gala dinner for the school development fund including the student
scholarship program.

With our Utmost Greetings.
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